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SHARING THE gift
From Serbia to Rochester
A Long Way from Home
By Jeff Hansel

Veljko and Branka (Mihajlovic) Samolov were television 
journalists in Serbia before the war there in the early 
1990s. Even as the country recovers from the battle wounds 
today, the Veljkos are fighting their own battle – against 
Veljko’s cancer.

They’ve visited Rochester several times since 2007, when 
Veljko, now 65, received a heart transplant. It was two days 
before New Year’s Eve when they got the call that a heart 
was available. His own heart’s function had dipped as low  
as 10 percent of capacity and hovered at 24 percent.

When he awoke from the transplant, his wife said, he opened 
his eyes and gave a thumbs-up sign. Both knew immediately 
that he would be OK. They’re especially thankful to their 
health providers and a young man from Iowa whose organs 
were donated after his death, including the new heart for 
Veljko. The past four years have been  
ones he would not have experienced without the transplant.

Wars like the one in Serbia, as seen on television from 
5,000 miles away in Rochester, can mask the effect upon 
individuals. During the war, Veljko and Branka lived in 
Prague in the Czech Republic. In the lead-up to the war, 
they joined other journalists in Serbia to start a pro-open 
government, anti-war journalism organization that  
published information online, and they eventually became 
radio news reporters for Voice of America.

They’re proud of 
their work during 
the war because 
they know many 
in their homeland 
made life-or-death 
decisions on 
their reporting. 
Their jobs, they 
said, require 
confirmation of 
facts from three 
sources before the information is put on the air, so residents 
could rely on the reports. During the war, their son, Miloch, 
a Serbian actor who is now 37, stayed home in Serbia after 
they moved to Prague. One fateful night during a Voice 
of America all-night war broadcast, Branka, now 62, was 
reporting when she read on-air that a building just 164 feet 
from their own building in Serbia had been bombed. Her 
thoughts went immediately to her son, and she looked at the 
control booth window, where her husband stood. He wrote 
on a paper and held it to the window. “He put on the paper, 
‘Miloch is OK,’” Branka said.

Veljko’s health improved after his transplant at Saint Marys 
Hospital. “It was a chance for a very, very good part of 

Continued on page 2
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President’s Letter
By Cheryl Lavin-Meyer

our life that is different,” Branka said. But troublesome 
pains near his ribcage proved to be cancer of the lung and 
bone. He returned to the Gift of Life Transplant House 
in Rochester while getting follow-up care and received 
radiation treatments.

The pain is gone, but the cancer isn’t.

Today, Veljko, who is retired, and Branka, who continues 
working for Voice of America, are scheduled to return to 
Serbia to visit their son. While here, they’ve become part of 
the Rochester community, joining a weekly gathering at a 
local restaurant and making friends at Mayo and Gift of Life. 

They came to the U.S. because heart transplants were not 
available in Serbia in 2007. It was made possible through 
international health insurance Branka had through her Voice 
of America job. Without it, Veljko believes, he would have 
died years ago.

“It was a miracle. Two or three days after (the transplant) he 
was walking,” Branka said.

Reprinted from the Rochester Post Bulletin

Editor’s note… Branka and Veljko have since returned to 
Serbia but will be back at the GOL in the near future.

This is my first letter as Board President, and although 
new to this position, I am not new to Gift of Life.  I have 
been involved with Gift of Life since 1995.  I have had the 
opportunity to assist with many remodel and expansion 
projects over the years as well as co-chairing the Golf 
Committee.  We have seen many changes over the past 15 
years.  We have grown to a ‘campus’ with multiple buildings 
enabling us to provide much needed lodging for more 
transplant patients.  Expansion has its challenges including a 
mortgage.  The board, staff, and guests are very thankful to 
the benefactors for their contributions and we hope that you 
keep us in mind as the holiday season approaches.  Proceeds 
from the Christmas card mailing offset our operational costs 
and help to make our mission possible.

In May we had another change.  Sister Jane, after twenty 
years of service to Gift of Life, retired.  We are very grateful 
for her leadership and ministry over the years.  She recently 
moved to Florida and is undoubtedly enjoying the warm 
weather.  Many thanks to her.  

Vicki Allen joined us in June as the new Executive 
Director.  She brings many years of experience in non-profit 
organizations, fundraising and management.  If you have 
not had a chance to meet her, I would encourage you to 

stop by and introduce yourself 
the next time you are at Gift of 
Life.  She and her husband hosted 
a Hawaiian Luau dinner recently 
and a Halloween Chili Supper.  
Rumor has it that a Cinco de 
Mayo Party is another possibility…stay tuned! 

Our two major fundraisers, the Golf Tournament and the 
Taste of Life Wine Tasting Event went well.  Though our 
sponsorships were down, a good time was had by all.  The 
raffles and auction items were exceptional.  If you have 
not had the opportunity to join us at one or both of these 
events, please consider it next year.  We would love to see 
you there.

I would like to thank Bob Groettum, Past President, for his 
leadership, patience and guidance over the last two years.  
He will remain on the Executive Committee as a valuable 
resource.  I look forward to the next two years serving as 
president.  As you know, Gift of Life Transplant House is 
a wonderful “home away from home” and it is our goal as 
board members to maintain the integrity and hospitality 
established many years ago.  I welcome this new opportunity 
and hope to meet many of you in the months to come.  

GIFT OF LIFE TRANSPLANT HOUSE    •    705 SECOND STREET SW    •    ROCHESTER, MN 55902

WINTER WISH LIST
$25 for a guest room night
Full size vacuum cleaner
Compact fluorescent  
light bulbs –  
60 & 100 watt
Paper towels
Facial tissue
Forever stamps – 44 cents

Postcard stamps – 29 cents
4 pack toilet paper
Table napkins
Paper plates
Ziploc bags, assorted sizes
Hand sanitizer
Liquid hand soap

Liquid dish soap
Regular & decaffeinated coffee
Coffee creamer
Individual packs of Splenda, Equal,  
or Sweet’n-Low
Crystal Lite lemonade
Wrapped candy,  
especially chocolates
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Back Where I Belong
By Vicki Allen

“Back where I belong” is the key phrase for new 
Executive Director, Vicki Allen. Vicki took over the 
leadership of the Gift of Life Transplant House on 
June 6th. For the last eleven years, Vick has worked as 
Marketing and Development Director for PossAbilities 
of Southern Minnesota. Her career there allowed her 
to continue her passion for helping people, specifically 
those with disabilities.  Prior to that job, Vicki worked 
for the American Cancer Society. In her ten years as staff 
for ACS, she traveled all over Southeast MN working 
with cancer patients and survivors.  “Watching the 
Hope Lodge being built in Rochester was a highlight 
of my time with ACS”, says Vicki. Now, she has come 
full circle to once again being associated with a “Home 
Away from Home’ for patients and caregivers.

Vicki has a knack for management as well as strong 
skills in marketing and development.  “I am blessed 
to have found this job and have the opportunity to 
lead such a wonderful group of dedicated staff and 
volunteers. Their commitment to the guests we support 
is truly amazing.  Having the opportunity to provide 
a temporary home for over 1000 people a year is very 
humbling and rewarding.”

Originally from St. Charles, MN (30 miles away), 
Vicki has spent her entire life in the Rochester area 

except for vacation travel and 
student exchange programs.  
As a Rotarian and member 
of several boards of directors, 
Vicki enjoys her life in 
Rochester with her husband, 
Terry Sorenson and their two 
grown sons.  They are a family 
committed to their community 
and to volunteerism.  Vicki 
has a Masters Degree in 
Professional Development/
Counseling and a B.S. in Sociology and Corrections.  
Her twenty-four years of non-profit and fundraising 
experience will be a great asset as she leads the Gift of 
Life Transplant House.  Vicki became involved with Gift 
of Life two years ago when her dear friend of twenty 
years developed multiple myeloma. Her friend, Kim, and 
husband Mike, stayed at the GOL Transplant House for 
seven weeks while going through a stem cell transplant.  
Vicki and Terry became the personal chefs for their 
friends and dropped off nightly meals. “I saw what the 
Gift of Life meant to Kim and Mike and I wanted to be 
part of it, said Vicki. And with God’s blessing, I am now 
able to be part of the continuum of leadership  
and caring.” 

PHONE: 507-288-7470    •    FAX:  507-281-9888    •    OFFICE@GIFT-OF-LIFE.ORG

Vicki Allen

“A Taste for Life” ~  Recipe for a Delicious Event
8 Sponsors: K & M Glass, Brentwood Inn & Suites, CRW Architects & Design Group, Heartman Insurance, US Bank, Express 
Personnel Professionals, Kuehn Motors and Merchants Bank

7 Friends: Davies Printing, Dunlap & Seeger, HGA Architects and Engineers, Olmsted National Bank, 
Post Bulletin, SignHere, Smith, Schafer & Associates

1 Elegant Venue: With outstanding service, appetizers, and dessert provided by the Marriott Hotel

200 Wines, Beers & Spirits: Organized by Silver Lake Liquor and their Distributors

83 Silent Auction Items: Donated by Generous Businesses & Friends of Gift of Life

1 “Vine of Life” Wine Tower: With 150 bottles of wine valued from $12 to $100 

1 Exquisite Diamond Necklace: Donated by Hight & Randall LTD; congratulations diamond raffle winner Jan Martin!

3 Beautiful Flower Arrangements: Designed with orchids provided by Lejardin European Floral

DIRECTIONS: Set the timer for October 7, 2011.  Gather dedicated Committee, Staff and Volunteers to mix all of the 
ingredients at the Marriott Hotel for 350 Guests.  Bake for 4 hours in an atmosphere filled with a true sense of community 
and generosity.  Sprinkle with comments by Emcee KTTC TV announcer Tom Overly and Gift of Life Director Vicki Allen. 
Create the 7th successful “A Taste for Life” Event!
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Memorials

Brent Anderson 
	 Karla Anderson-Hemmann

Kay Anderson 
	 Liz Kunimoto

Clifford Bad Moccasin 
	 Brenda Morin

Eugene V. Bailey 
	 Marsha Browning

Gary Bergren 
	 Ken & Barbara Arel

Richard Bertholf 
	 Helen Bertholf

John Blackwell 
	 Lonnie Adair
	 Denise Blackwell-Kraft 
	 Judi Keller 
	 Jeani Rofidal

Alfred Boccafola 
	 April Boccafola
	 Kenneth Boccafola 
	 Robert Boccafola

Mary Brent 
	 Michelle Burke

Kathy Brotherwood 
	 David Jarzemski

Marlene Cable 
	 Helen & Charles Nordstrom

Roger Carlson 
	 Karen Carlson

Wayne Clare 
	 Sharon Buffington

Larry Claussen 
	 Lyle Claussen

Neil B. Cofell 
	 Elaine Cofell

Tricia Coger 
	 Sandra & Jack Coppolino

George Cox 
	 Elayn Cook

Cynthia Crouse 
	 Nancy Aarsvold
	 Jean Schmoll 
	 Charles & Ann Sparks 
	 Steven & Janelle Speer 
	 Louise Sweeney 
	 Mary J.L. Veiseth

Christina “Tina” Dallas 
	 Charter Bank, Eau Claire WI
	 Greg, Josie, & Bodie Dallas 
	 DART, Eau Claire WI 
	 Daniel & Deborah Ellefson 
	 JoAnn & Chuck Forster 
	 Jill Hurlburt 
	 David & Deborah Lewis 
	 Connie Melland 
	 Thomas & Kathleen Morgan 
	 Patricia & Loren Mueller 
	 Elizabeth Scott 
	 William & Joanne Whalen

Tabitha Dawson 
	 Michael Dawson

Jeanne DeHeer 
	 Darrell DeHeer

Philip Doepke, PhD 
	 Dee Doepke

Allen D. Enge 
	 Miriam A. Enge

Jay Flury 
	 Nancy Flury

Donald Fulcher 
	 Carol McHargue-Hall

Rick Geroux 
	 Lois I. Geroux

Cindy Goodwin 
	 Gene & Sylvia Muilenburg

Debora Guenther 
	 Bill & Alana Tamisiea

Phil Hageman 
	 Helen Hageman

Elaine Hanson 
	 Keith & Jan Larson

Brian E. Hartz 
	 Beth Hartz

Ronald Hartman 
	 Agnes Hartman

William T. Harris 
	 Pat H. Haynes

Rick Hendrickson 
	 Kevin & Maureen Lue

Paul Henke 
	 David Henke

Keith Henning 
	 Susan Henning

Reuben & Mable Hilleman 
	 C. Dan & Beverly Foote

Larry Hoffman 
	 Liz Kunimoto

Sister Margeen Hoffmann 
	 Sister Rogene Fox
	 Eileen McNab

William J. Hunter 
	 Joanne Hunter

Patricia Isolini 
	 Bruno Isolini

Susan Jahn 
	 Dave & June Johnson

Carol Klimek-Johnson 
	 Lois Klimek-Deeren

Leslie Johnson 
	 Leonard & Virginia Buelt

Gordon G. Jones 
	 Marlene Jones

Arnold Jorgenson 
	 Geraldine Brown

Ruth Kellogg 
	 John Kellogg

Margaret Kelly 
	 M. Doc Kelly

Christine Kokesch-Kotek 
	 Stanley Kotek

Carey T. Kunimoto 
	 Liz Kunimoto

Ronald Kuschel 
	 Jim & Mary Wyffels

Helen Lahn 
	 Liz Kunimoto 

David R. Lehmann 
	 Elizabeth & Roger Lehmann

Nancy Lee 
	 Terrie R. Lee

Wilbur Lieske 
	 Jacie Lieske

Joyce Lingafelter 
	 Kenneth & Cherry Moore

Dan Loberg 
	 Kris Loberg
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This list reflects gifts given in Memory or in Honor of Donors and Recipients during the month of August 2011.  We thank everyone 
who took part in this Special Tribute Opportunity and apologize for any names we may have missed.
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Charlie Martin 
	 Marlene Martin

Harold & Marion McCord 
	 Frances Hutcheson

John H. H. Meier 
	 Cathy Foster
	 Kay E. Lemmon 
	 Jo Lilly 
	 Cheryl McCullagh 
	 C. Sue Meier
	 Margaret McMullen

Ken Meister 
	 Sue Meister

Martha Mellott 
	 Renie Prew

Jim Menzel 
	 Liz Kunimoto

Imogene Merritt 
	 Dennis & Ione Barron

Gwendolyn “Carol” Middendorf 
	 Gary & Sheila Alrick

Kathy Miller 
	 Jeff & Cheryl Pytleski

Nancy R. Moen 
	 Liz Kunimoto
	 Curtis Moen
	� Shanon, Elaine, Spencer, &  

Parker Polsfut
Bronko Nagurski 

	 Sister Rogene Fox
Eugene Novak 

	 Kelley Richardson
Gilmer Nyhof 

	 Gladyce Nyhof
Thomas O’Kane 

	 Joan O’Kane
Jimmy Ossell 

	 Chester Conger
Barbara Ostercamp 

	 Max & Deura Zurcher
Duane Overbeck 

	 Theresa Overbeck
Wes Paschke 

	 Liz Kunimoto
Dr. Jerry W. Phillips 

	 Judy Phillips

Pietranton Twins 
	 Chris & Stephanie Bowron

David Pitkin 
	 Keith & Jan Larson

VeLoy Porter 
	 Sheldon Porter

Dean Primrose 
	 Beth Primrose

Daniel G. Reeder 
	 Dr. & Mrs. Donald Reeder

Roseanne “Rosie” Refior 
	 Liz Kunimoto
	 Mary VanNeste

Lola Mae Rients 
	 Craig & Gail Rients

Beulah Ann Rohde 
	 Laura Rohde

Virgil Sabin 
	 Geraldine Sabin

Wesley A. Schroeder 
	 Kathe S. Schroeder

Shelley 
	 Dennis Jangula

Donavan Sievers 
	 Merlin & Carma Conrad

Larry Simmons 
	 Fran Simmons

Neil Sowers 
	 Sister Rogene Fox

Robert “Bob” Stephens 
	 Alice Breitung
	 Vanita Brega 
	 Jacqueline Denzer 
	 Diane Fix 
	 Ann Kendrick 
	 Barbara & Jerry Kiral 
	 Geraldine Krage 
	 Nancy & Thomas Nelton 
	 Al & Judy Peterson 
	 Carol Peterson 
	 Luena Pruter
	 Sharon & Dennis Repinski
	 Marcia J. Schultz 
	 Mark & Krista Sherin 
	 Carol Tarras 
	 David & Vicki Thrune 
	 James & Mary Uphoff 
	 Doris Walther

Steve 
	 Charleen Marx

Steven J. Stucky 
	 Janice A. Stucky

Dale R. Thomas 
	 Betty Thomas

Frank Trettel 
	 Geraldine Brown

Becky Tri 
	 Ken & Barbra Arel

John Tucker 
	 Ralph Riemer

Sandra Verbeck 
	 Haley, Hannah, Lily & Charlotte –   
	 “The Girlies” 
	 Liz Kunimoto 
	 Adam (AJ), Herb &  
	 Paula Patrick 
	 Douglas Phares 
	 Dick & Sarah Rabb 
	 Jennifer Verbeck

George Vandersteen 
	 Johanna Vandersteen

Caryl Walters 
	 Edward Walters

Deno J. Wedes, M.D. 
	 Wayne & Maureen Hanson
	 Joanne Turcotte

John Fredric Wiebusch 
	 Gloria Wiebusch

Carolyn Weisenburger 
	 Marc Weisenburger

Dale Willhite 
	 Albert & Twila Cederstrom
	 John & Betty Hanes

 	 Helen Johnston 
	 Kenneth J. & Kathleen Johnston 
	 Kenneth M. & Helen Johnston 
	 Larry & Deborah Lawson 
	 Linda J. Willhite

Janet Wirth 
	 Patricia Frey

John Robert Wolfe 
	 George & Harriet Anderson

Brad Douglas Zuehl 
	 Kathy Zuehl
	 Doug Zuehl
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Vicki Allen & Terry Sorenson 
	 Cris Fischer

Janet Anderson 
	 Janice Anderson

Amy (Nawrocki) Bacon 
	 Madonna Milow

Sue & Robert Baratta
Norma Bartels 

	 Egils Augstums
Rodney Bassett 

	 Judy Bassett
Roger Beadle 

	 Ginny Beadle
Christopher Benz 

	 L. John & Kay Sagen
Mary Beyerle
John Bieringer 

	 Jan Bieringer
Arnie Block 

	 Midge Block
David Books 

	 Bonnie Books
Kevin Boschert 

	 Robert Boschert
Mavis Brunsvold
Tim & Peg Buchholz
Joy Butler
Dan Carey 

	 Vicki Allen & Terry Sorenson
Chad Cichos 

	 Dave & Mary Cichos
Joel Cichos 

	 Dave & Mary Cichos
Steve Cichos 

	 Dave & Mary Cichos
Kim Clayton 

	 Vicki Allen & Terry Sorenson
Jim & Bette Clement
Albert B. Collingbourne, Jr.
Ron Crnobrna
Marshall Curtis 

	 Julie Curtis
Robert Dames
Peggy DeVries 

	 Kathy Dykgraaf
Gordon Dvorak 

	 Shannon Dvorak
Ron Evenson
Sara Fabian 

	 Paula Stephens

Summer Falcon 
	 Denis Montplaisir

Robert Farquhar
Mark Fearing 

	 Vicki Dellwo
Andrew Feiro 

	 Elisabeth Feiro
Joan Fichera 

	 Mary Lou Benyovsky
Charles L. Fisher 

	 Charles & Bonnie Fisher
Tom & Pam Flock
Diane Frerichs
Nancy Galligo 

	 Rebecca Thiem
Carrie Geldmeyer
Levi & Edna Glick
Ed Gourlay
James T. Gregoire
Sister Jane Frances Gregoire 

	 Herman J. Brames
	 Mike & Barb Grande 
	 Adam (AJ), Herb & Paula Patrick

Jeff Green 
	 Tamara Green

Roger Grimsrud 
	 Olive Grimsrud

Alan Gross
Chris Gudmastad & Kerrin Flanagan 

	 Dave Gudmastad & Geri Sharpe
Wayne R. Gunderson
Brandon Harris 

	 Linda Harris
Mary P. Harman 

	 Colleen Porterfield
Amos Hartsell 

	 Dan & Shirley Hartsell
Hiram & Lillie Haugen
Mary Hausenbauer 

	 Margaret Dowling
Ron Heise
Mark E. Hilyard
Brenda Hobbs 

	 Dean & Brenda Hobbs
Tess Holzer 

	 Carol L. Peterson
	 Paula Stephens

Honoring Donors & Recipients 
	 Ervin Stangler Family

Lynn Honsey 
	 Kyle Honsey

Rosemary Hoy 
	 Tom & Jeramarie Warden

Rosemary Huckleberry 
	 Tom & Rosemary Huckleberry

Jerrold “Brad” Hudson 
	 Marie Hudson

Steven Isaacson 
	 Katherine Isaacson

IV Therapy Department,  
Menomonie, WI 
	 Joseph & Corrine Boda

Eric & Pam Iversen 
	 Eric Iversen

Bob Jergens 
	 Joan Jergens

Mike Johndro 
	 Darrel & Pat Johndro

Ronald A. Johns
Daniel L. Johnson
Marilyn M. Johnson
Peg & Sam Johnson
Dennis Kandby
Michelle Katz 

	 Howard Laurens
Cheryl Kennedy-Cich
Francis T. Klabough
Sandra Sue Kludas 

	 Mary D. Kludas
Bob & Sue Koehs
Claudia Kokesh-Smith 

	 Stanley Kotek
Jacqueline A. Michehl
Mikal 

	 Stanley Kotek
Donald J. Larsen
Jeffrey A. Larson
William (Bill) P. Larson 

	 Bill & Marilyn Larson
Steven Ludwig 

	 Deanna L. Thilges
Mark Lawson 

	 Olive Grimsrud
Shannon L. Leach 

	 Walter Leach
Nancy Lee 

	 William J. Anderson
Ray & Betty Lee

Tributes
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Sandra Leikas
Arlis Ley 

	 Bruce Ley
Patricia Lowe
Dale Lundblad 

	 Nan Lundblad
Bruce & Linda Malberg
Bob Mamer 

	 Ann Mamer Lloyd
Mardigian Foundation 

	 Edward & Janet Mardigian
Paul Martin 

	 Paula Stephens
Sharon Martin 

	 Carol L. Peterson
	 Paula Stephens

Darlene M. Mayer
Terry Mazer
Judie McConville 

	 Don & Dee Hartshorn
Jan McGrane 

	 Margery Crowe
Margaret McMullen 

	 Jim McMullen
Mary Melquist 

	 George & Frela Beck
	 Mary Melquist 
	 Karen Rebuldela

Jacqueline A. Michehl
Tim & Colleen Mitchell 

	 Lorraine H. Monson
Pat Montplaisir 

	 Denis Montplaisir
Ken Moore 

	 Jim & Karen Lingafelter
Bruce Z. Morgenstern
Paula Muellner 

	 Harry & Joanie Muellner
Brian J. Murphy 

	 Joselyn H. Murphy
Jim & Helen Murray
Mark Nauss
Delores Nemitz 

	 Peggy Nemitz-Rogers
Deanna Niemi
Scott Ollendieck 

	 Scott & Karen Ollendieck
Jerry Olson 

	 Minnesota Corrugated Box, Inc.

Milford Olson
Don Opp 

	 Myrna Opp
David Osheim 

	 David & Rosemary Osheim
Ronald Patrias 

	 Bob & Debra Rodell
Mary Judd Patton
Rachael Pflughoeft 

	 Paula Stephens
Shirley Phillips
Daniel Pischke 

	 Diane Pischke
Marlene Plantenberg
Keith & Juanita Post
Jo Ann Ralls
Ken Reinhart 

	 Judy Dreyer
Retirement 

	 Charlotte Tagatz
Craig Rients 

	 Craig & Gail Rients
Kevin Rients 

	 Craig & Gail Rients
K. Fred Rist 

	 K. Fred & Tanya R. Rist
Marcia Rock 

	 Gilbert Bliss
Scott Rockendorf
Gelene Rohr 

	 Pat & Cindy Petersen
Robyn M. Rospert 

	 David Rospert
Peggy Samuelson
Richard & Beverly Sanders
Jean Sarr 

	 Robert T. Sarr
Richard Schaffer 

	 Mary & Robert Rowland
Tammy Thering Schefer 

	 Susan Thering
Lynn Schmidt 

	 James & Susan Schmitt
Pamela Schmuki 

	 Claude & Pamela Schmuki
Scott & Shawn, donors 

	 Joe & Tina Martini
Nancy Shrock 

	 Nathan Shrock

Carole Schultz
Chuck Schwarz 

	 Chris, Katie & Noah Schwarz
	 Rachel Schwarz 
	 Nicole, Michael, Jacob, Halie, 
	 & Maxwell Tobi

Sleepy Eye, MN Transplant Patients 
	 Mary Lou Mathiowetz

Staff at Gift of Life 
	 Joyce Adams-Ross

Paula Stephens 
	 Carol L. Peterson

Tom Stephens 
	 Paula Stephens

James Steuck 
	 Beverly Steuck

Leon & Dorothy Stokes
Superior Screeners, Inc.
Larry Sweet
Charlotte Tagatz
Beverly Taylor 

	 Don Taylor
Jim Tjaden
Anthony & Mary Jo Tremmel
Joanne M. Tritz
Connie B. Turner
Kenneth V. Vanden Brink 

	 Dorothy Vanden Brink
Lynn Van Maaren 

	 Robert Van Maaren
William Veldman 

	 Susie Veldman
Eric J. Ward 

	 Susan & Mike Smrekar
Jill Smith & Greg Warner
Robert Wenzel 

	 Dorothy J. Wenzel
Rose Marie Werner 

	 Neal B. Goerger
Jack & Pat Whisnant
Rose Wilhelmi 

	 Lorie Steffan
John W. Wiley
Florian Wittrock 

	 Diane Wittrock
William P. Woodworth
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Gift of Life
Transplant House
Mission Statement

The mission of Gift of Life 
Transplant House is to 
provide transplant patients 
and their caregivers with 
high quality, affordable  
accommodations in a  
supportive, home-like 
environment.

Gift of Life  
Transplant  
House is  
a proud  
member of 
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2011 Halloween Party!

GIFT OF LIFE TRANSPLANT HOUSE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF

Executive Committee

President – Cheryl Lavin-Meyer
Vice President – Mark Litzow, MD
Past President – Bob Groettum
Secretary – Gary Lueders
Treasurer – Charles Pagenhart
Founder – Edward Pompeian

Board Members

Sarah Edgerton 
Roger Erickson, RN, CNP 
Joe Forrer 
William French 
Lisa Gander 

Ginger Holmes 
Kathy Jensen 
Sheila Nelson 
Scot Ramsey 
Gary Reiland 
Bruce Ryan 
Thomas Schwab, MD 
George Smith 
George Wilson 
Jay Vogelsang

Honorary Lifetime Board Members

Mary Davie 
Sylvester Sterioff, MD 

Gift of Life House Staff

Executive Director 
Vicki Allen

Office Manager & Communications 
Lynnette Stadtherr

Facilities Coordinator 
Ladd Baldus

House Manager/Volunteer Program 
Coordinator 
Steve Tarara

Finance Assistant 
Sharon Verbeck

Technology Coordinator 
Mark Stadtherr

Resident Night Managers 
Dave Losee, Sharon Verbeck

Facilities Groundskeeper 
Bob Himmer

Custodian 
Cory Cody

Housekeepers
Brandy Conway, Missy Johnson

Receptionists 
Sister Colleen Byron, OSF  
Sister Patricia Himmer, OSF  
Sandy Mullen

Sharing the Gift, a newsletter about events and issues of interest to friends and supporters of Gift of Life Transplant House, is published twice annually by Gift of Life, Inc. at Rochester, Minnesota. Article 
topics and story contributions from guests are always welcome. Please submit them (preferably) via email to Lynnette@gift-of-life.org; include your name and all relevant contact information. Questions 
may be directed to Lynnette Stadtherr at the same email address or by phone at 507-288-7470, or by mail at 705 Second Street, SW, Rochester, MN 55902. The name, Sharing the Gift, and all newsletter 
contents are copywrited 2010 by Gift of Life, Inc. Permission to reprint or use any aspect of this newsletter must be obtained in writing from Gift of Life prior to use.

Patients and caregivers

Elvis performs!

Volunteers


